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HE 5TH AVENUE THEATRE has more seats than any theater on
Broadway, but Broadway sells a lor more seats, thanks in part to the
5th exports. Its more than 20,000 subscribers may be
the nation’s hungriest audience for never-before-seen, Broadway-
bound musicals. “We've created 18 new musicals in 17 years,” says The 5th’s
artistic director and executive producer, David Armstrong. Nine of those went
to Broadway—including Shrek and Disney’s Aladdin—racking up 15 Tony
Awards, among them two for Best Musical, for Hairspray and Memphis.
Hopes are high on both coasts for the latest potential Tony magnet about to
launch at The 5th, the 20th-anniversary musicalization of the 1997 classic girl-

oo | power film Romy and Micheles High School Reunion. “1 can’t predict a hit,” says

IMPLY Armstrong, “but it all depends on the team behind the show.”

COLT The 5th’s hit makers can take inspiration from the ultimate team players:
the show’s two best-friend characters. “Michele is a calming energy for Romy’s
wildness,” says Cortney Wolfson, who plays Romy. “She doesn’t care what
anybody thinks except Romy. If Romy’s happy, Michele’s happy.” For some
20,000 Seattleites and Lord knows how many New Yorkers, this could be the
beginning of a beautiful relationship.

Romy and Michele runs June 8—July 2 at The 5th Avenue Theatre, downtown;
Sthavenue.org ©
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